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was a * friendly inquiry' at Tokyo which reminded the
Japanese of solemn obligations and 4 assumed * that they did
not intend to violate them. The Japanese had replied that
this assumption was correct. This bland and cynical attitude
involved Sir John in a storm of criticism, but Eden went out
of his way to avoid this odium.
The Cabinet's final decision was to do nothing until the
Disarmament Conference met again, and when it met to
listen but not to initiate. Simon was once again accused of
letting disarmament slide and of putting too much trust in
the Japanese. Baldwin's reply was c put your trust in the
Government.' But Eden was not so sanguine, and in another
address to Conservative women—this time at the Queen's
Hall on Disarmament—he freely admitted that his European
tour had been a failure. From Geneva he broadcast * at no
time has the outlook been as black as it is now.' To his con-
stituents at Warwick his frank estimate of the European
situation was that * we have in no sense solved the main
difficulties.*
Then on July 8 M. Louis Barthou, the French Foreign
Secretary, arrived in London with a cure for every ill.
Barthou it was who, probably under pressure from Tar-
dieu and the Right Wingers, had signed in April the fatal
note which broke off the Disarmament negotiations with
Germany, and it was Barthou whom those in the know con-
sistently call the bad man of Europe when the years of lost
opportunity are discussed.
Madame Tabouis takes another view. Barthou's refusal to
accept a German reserve of 300,000 men in 1934 has not in
her opinion had any material effect on the existence of the
German army of 2,000,000 to-day. * All it did was to hasten
events and to make Hitler drop his sham pacifism more
quickly than he would otherwise have done.* *
All the same, Barthou's Notes had created a considerable
stir in the Chancellories. It had become urgently necessary
1 Blackmail or War?  First edition, page 43.
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